
Rare Campus Massacre Shakes Russian
City
By Ola Cichowlas for AFP

September 22, 2021

Students gather to comfort each other close to a makeshift memorial outside the Perm State National
Research University campus, in the city of Perm. Natalia Kolesnikova / AFP

Yuri Aydarov was about to start an algorithms class at his university in the central Russian
city of Perm when he heard people running in the corridor. 

Then he saw a gunman. 

Aydarov, a lecturer at Perm State University, was one of the witnesses of a shooting spree in
which an 18-year-old student killed six people and wounded nearly 30 on campus on Monday
morning.

The attack — one of the worst in recent Russian history — has left the Urals city of around
one million people reeling from shock.
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Related article: Russians Gather to Mourn Victims of Campus Shooting Spree

Aydarov was able to protect his students by telling them to stay away from windows and
forcing the auditorium doors shut with the help of a colleague. 

He saw the black-clad shooter — identified as Timur Bekmansurov — walk by his auditorium
through a window, saying he was wearing a "sort of helmet." 

"We stayed quiet," Aydarov told AFP.

All 17 students and staff members who locked themselves in Aydarov's auditorium survived. 

Most of Bekmansurov's victims — mostly aged between 18 and 25 — died in the corridor just
outside. 

After a day marred by chaos, staff and students at the university struggled to make sense of
the violence.

Aydarov said that teachers from "around the world" who have survived similar ordeals have
been reaching out to him on social media and it really "helps" him.

School shootings are relatively unusual in Russia due to tight security at education facilities
and because it is difficult to buy firearms. 

But the country has seen an increase in school attacks in recent years.

With lectures at the university canceled on Tuesday, students slowly emerged late from their
dorms, traumatized by the mass shooting.

Holding back tears, they laid red carnations at a makeshift memorial at the gates of the
university that they walk through every day. 

Some recalled finding out there was an attacker in the building from social media, and not
believing it before hearing shots. 

Others were anxiously awaiting news from wounded classmates, with several of the most
seriously injured airlifted some 1,300 kilometers west for further treatment in Moscow. 

The deans of all of the city's universities also laid flowers at the gates of the campus in a show
of solidarity. 

"We feel support from the whole of Russia and that really helps," said politics lecturer Ksenia
Punina. 

The attacker lay in a hospital across town, heavily injured during his detention. He was
reportedly on a ventilator and had his leg amputated.

In May, another teenage gunman killed nine people in a school in Kazan, which lies between
Perm and Moscow. 

"When this happened in Kazan, I thought this could never happen here in Perm, it's always
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calm here," said medicine student Maria Denisova. 

Related article: 9 Dead in Russia School Shooting

In recent years, similar attacks also took place in Moscow-annexed Crimea and the far eastern
city of Blagoveshchensk.

On the day of the Kazan attack, President Vladimir Putin called for a review of gun control
laws.

But some in Perm said more should be done to prevent gun violence.

"If it's so easy for a boy to get hold of (a gun), I think it should be stricter," said 20-year-old
Denisova.

The head of the chemistry department, Irina Moshevskaya, said violence was a "systemic
problem in our society," blaming it on popular online culture.

Just opposite the heavily guarded campus is a shop selling hunting guns. It was closed on the
day after the attack.

Staff praised the heroism of some lecturers. 

Moshevskaya said that staff were able to lock students inside science labs, avoiding more
deaths. 

One chemistry lecturer "used her laptop bag to make sure her auditorium's doors were tightly
shut," she said.  

Some students complained that one lecturer had continued his class despite being told an
active gunman was in the building. 

On the other side of the city, dozens queued at a blood donation center, responding to calls on
social media to help the victims.

Most people in Perm praised the quick response of everyone on the campus.

"From first-aid nurses to senior university staff, everyone rose to the occasion," said
engineering lecturer and former policeman Aleksei Repyakh. 
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