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A rally in support of Navalny in January on Pushkin Square in Moscow. Mikhail Tereshchenko / TASS

At least 20 Russians who attended protests calling for the release of jailed Kremlin critic
Alexei Navalny this winter have received real prison terms, the independent news website
MediaZona reported Friday.

Over 11,000 people were detained nationwide at the unauthorized pro-Navalny protests amid
widespread claims of police brutality against peaceful protesters. More than 100 of those
detained have since been charged with hooliganism, violence against police officers, violation
of coronavirus-related health restrictions and blocking roads.

According to MediaZona, 11 of the protesters were jailed in Moscow. The other prison
sentences were handed down in St. Petersburg, Kazan, Pskov, Lipetsk, Vladimir and
Novopokrovka.

Most of the prisoners were found guilty of using violence against security officers, while three
others were sentenced for “calls for extremist action” and one for arms possession.

https://zona.media/jan-repressions
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2021/06/23/2-navalny-protesters-imprisoned-for-police-assault-a74307


“There are dozens of new political prisoners in more than 30 Russian cities after the January
rallies for Navalny’s release,” MediaZona said.

“Around 100 criminal cases make these the most massive repressions in recent years, with
which neither the ‘Bolotnaya’ nor the ‘Moscow’ cases can compare,” it added, referring to
criminal charges filed after 2011 and 2019 anti-government demonstrations.

Related article: Moscow Police Visit Navalny Supporters’ Leaked Addresses – Reports

The latest protester to receive a real prison term is Moscow State University (MGU) student
Said-Muhammad Dzhumayev, who was sentenced to five years in a penal colony Thursday for
clashing with police during the Jan. 23 rallies.

Video of Dzhumayev’s bare-knuckle brawl with truncheon-wielding riot police officers went
viral online.

Navalny himself is serving 2.5 years in prison on charges of violating parole in an old
suspended sentence for fraud while recovering abroad from the Aug. 20, 2020, poisoning he
blames on the Kremlin.

World leaders including U.S. President Joe Biden and French President Emmanuel Macron
have called on Putin to release Navalny, who accuses the Kremlin of masterminding his
poisoning with a Soviet-era nerve agent. The Kremlin denies that Navalny was poisoned and
accuses Western countries of orchestrating the incident with the aim of discrediting Moscow.

Navalny, 45, faces up to three more years in jail on new criminal charges of “creating a
nonprofit organization that infringes on the identities and rights of citizens” that authorities
filed last week.

His movement has faced renewed pressure in recent months with a court outlawing his
political and activist network as “extremist,” close allies being sentenced for “violating
coronavirus restrictions” over calls to attend this winter’s protests and supporters receiving
police visits at leaked addresses.
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