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Nikolai Lyaskin (L) in the Basmanny court in Moscow. Press Service of the Basmanny Court / Moskva
News Agency

Jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny’s brother and close ally have been sentenced over their
roles in this winter’s mass protests calling for his release, his ally said Friday.

Oleg Navalny and Nikolai Lyaskin were among several prominent opposition figures to be
charged with violating coronavirus restrictions on mass events by calling on supporters to
take to the streets in January.

Moscow’s Preobrazhensky district court found Lyaskin guilty of “inciting violations of
sanitary restrictions” at the unauthorized rally on Jan. 23, he said on Twitter.

It sentenced him to so-called “restricted freedom,” imposing a nighttime curfew on leaving
his home, attending mass events or leaving Moscow.


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2021/01/28/navalnys-family-members-allies-detained-for-virus-violations-at-protests-a72760
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Related article: Russian Opposition Figure Lyubov Sobol Sentenced Over Pro-Navalny Protests

The court also found Oleg Navalny guilty of the same violations and handed him a one-year
suspended sentence, a punishment that had been requested by prosecutors, his lawyer said.

Another close Navalny ally Lyubov Sobol was sentenced to 1.5 years of “restricted freedom”
on Thursday.

Navalny himself is serving a 2.5-year prison sentence for breaking probation terms, a verdict
that he says was politically motivated following his nerve-agent poisoning last August.

A Moscow court declared Navalny’s political and activist network “extremist” in June,
outlawing Russia’s most vocal force opposing President Vladimir Putin ahead of high-stakes
elections next month. Authorities last week blocked 49 websites belonging to or linked to
Navalny and demanded Twitter and YouTube to block his allies’ accounts.

Several top Navalny associates are under house arrest awaiting trials on charges of violating
coronavirus restrictions during this winter’s anti-Putin protests. A number of others have
fled Russia.
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