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Karpin's predecessor was sacked after Russia was eliminated in the group stage of Euro 2020.  Sergei
Fadeichev/TASS

The Russian Football Federation on Friday named former international midfielder Valery
Karpin as manager of the national football team. 

Karpin, who was coaching FK Rostov, will replace Stanislav Cherchesov, who was sacked after
Russia was eliminated in the group stage of Euro 2020. 

The federation said Karpin, who is 52, had agreed to a contract until the end of the year, "with
the possibility of the further extension of the agreement." 

Federation president Alexander Dyukov said Karpin is "one of the best Russian players of his
generation." 

"He played very well for both clubs and the national football team," Dyukov said in a
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statement published on the federation's website. 

He added that after ending his career as a player, Karpin gained "rich managerial experience"
and that coaching the national team will be a "new challenge" for him.

Born in Soviet Estonia, Karpin played for Spartak Moscow from 1990 to 1994 and then moved
on to play for Valencia, Celta Vigo and Real Sociedad in Spain. 

He played once for the transitional CIS national team and then won 72 caps for Russia, scoring
17 goals.

He retired as a player in 2005. 

He started his management career at Spartak in 2012 and has managed Rostov since 2017. He
led them to a ninth-place finish in the 16-club league last season.

Karpin is taking the reins from Cherchesov, who led the Russian football team to the quarter-
finals of the 2018 World Cup at home, but was heavily criticized in Russia after his side's early
elimination in the group stages of Euro 2020. 
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