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Neutral Olympic Athletes From Russia
Told to Deflect 'Provocative’' Questions
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Russia's Olympic Committee finalized a roster of 335 athletes who will compete at the rearranged Tokyo
Olympics under a neutral flag and anthem as long as they are clean. Sofia Sandurskaya / Moskva News
Agency

Russian athletes competing under a neutral flag have been instructed to avoid answering
“provocative” political questions at the Tokyo Olympics that will open to mostly empty
stands next week, the Vedomosti business daily reported Wednesday.

“No comment” is the most commonly recommended response on issues ranging from
Russia’s annexation of Crimea and the Russian doping scandal to the Black Lives Matter
movement.

Other tailor-made responses include “sports should remain out of politics” when asked about
Crimea and “the Olympics should not become a platform for any actions and gestures” when
discussing BLM.


https://www.vedomosti.ru/society/articles/2021/07/14/878085-olimpiitsev-nauchili-otvechat-na-voprosi

Related article: Russia Approves Roster of Neutral Athletes for Tokyo 2020

When asked about sexual harassment in sport, Vedomosti reports that Russian athletes are
urged to say: “I’ve never encountered this in my career, but I know that this problem exists in
many countries.”

Vedomosti notes that the political guidelines are a new practice in modern Russia and are
evocative of the Soviet Union's treatment of its athletes.

“Information spreads very quickly and any careless answer, which athletes can be skillfully
‘tricked’ into by specially trained people will then have an extremely negative impact,” the
guidelines reportedly read.

“Be careful and pay attention to what you write, what photos you post, like and comment.”
Russia's Olympic Committee has confirmed the guidelines’ authenticity, Vedomosti reported.

The ROC finalized a roster of 335 athletes who will compete at the rearranged Tokyo Olympics
under a neutral flag and anthem as long as they are clean. Russian athletes will be
accompanied by music by composer Pyotr Tchaikovsky after the International Olympic
Committee approved it to replace Russia's national anthem.

According to the ROC guidelines cited by Vedomosti, Russian athletes are urged to say that
they still represent Russia despite the flag ban and that they would have liked to hear the
national anthem.

Sport's highest court last year banned Russia from international competitions for two years in
the latest punishment for its state-backed doping program at the 2014 Olympic Winter Games
in Sochi.

The court however allowed Russian athletes to compete at the Tokyo Games under a neutral
flag and anthem if they prove no connection to doping.

Vedomosti reported that the ROC’s guidelines told Russian athletes to deny participating in
any doping scandals and forward further questions “to those who issued sanctions.”

AFP contributed reporting.
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