5. Moscow Times

30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

St. Petersburg Euro 2020 Quarter-Final
to Go Ahead Despite Covid Surge -
Organizers
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June 28, 2021
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The Euro 2020 quarter-final in St. Petersburg on Friday will go ahead as planned, Russia's
tournament organizers told AFP Monday, as the city posted a new pandemic high for daily
virus deaths.

"The quarter-final will take place as planned," the press service of the organizing committee
in Saint Petersburg said.

Related article: Moscow, St. Petersburg Report Record Daily Coronavirus Death Tolls

A UEFA spokesperson told AFP that the surging outbreak "changes absolutely nothing' and
"there are no plans to change the location of the match."
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St. Petersburg, Russia's second city and one of the country's main virus hotspots, has seen a
surging outbreak due to the highly transmissible Delta variant first identified in India.

On Monday, St. Petersburg recorded 110 fatalities from coronavirus, setting a new pandemic
high for the second time in three days.

Related article: Finnish Football Fans Bring Virus Back From Russia

The city was where dozens of Finland supporters were infected after they traveled there for
their team's loss to Belgium in the group stage.

But while authorities have tightened some restrictions, including banning food sales at its
Euro 2020 fan zones, authorities on Friday allowed high school graduation celebrations to go
ahead including a packed concert that drew thousands.

Russia is among the worst-hit countries from coronavirus with the fifth-highest caseload in
the world, according to an AFP tally.

The teams playing in the quarter-final in St. Petersburg will be known later Monday after
France face Switzerland and Croatia take on Spain in the last 16.
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