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Argentina is reportedly in “intense talks” with Russia as many first-dose Sputnik V recipients have had to
wait up to 12 weeks for the second shot. Zoltan Mathe / AP / TASS

Argentina and Mexico are facing a shortage of second doses of Russia’s Sputnik V coronavirus
vaccine despite Moscow’s pledge to supply 10% of the world’s population, according to
several media outlets.

Argentina’s La Nacion daily reported Sunday that its government is in “intense talks” with
Russia on new deliveries because many first-dose recipients between late March and early
April have had to wait up to 12 weeks for the second component.

Related article: Argentina Says Russia’s Covid-19 Vaccine More Effective Than Chinese,
Indian Competitors

https://www.lanacion.com.ar/politica/sin-certezas-el-gobierno-espera-un-lote-de-la-segunda-dosis-de-sputnik-v-para-la-semana-proxima-nid19062021/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/12/23/argentina-says-russias-covid-19-vaccine-more-effective-than-chinese-indian-competitors
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/12/23/argentina-says-russias-covid-19-vaccine-more-effective-than-chinese-indian-competitors


Citing official data, it said that Argentina received 7.8 million first doses and only 1.5 million
second doses of Sputnik V by mid-June.

Bloomberg reported Saturday that less than one-fifth of Argentinians have received both
shots of Sputnik V, a subject that opposition lawmakers raised with the Latin American
country’s health minister.

It also reported that Mexico complained in May that production delays are leading to a
shortage of Sputnik V’s second component.

Russia has delivered 17 million of the promised 896 million doses to other countries,
compared with China’s 234 million and India’s 76 million, according to Bloomberg’s
calculations.

The Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF), which markets Sputnik V worldwide, says it is on
track to produce 1.6 billion doses in 2021 through agreements with 25 manufacturing facilities
in 14 countries.

Peer-reviewed research published early this year said that Sputnik V is 91.6% effective.
Argentina and Mexico were among the earliest countries to approve and receive shipments of
Sputnik V this winter.

Experts say Sputnik V, despite the lack of research, also appears to be effective against the
more-contagious Delta strain that is driving Russia’s third wave of the pandemic and
straining its health care system.

Russia last month registered a single-dose version of Sputnik V, called Sputnik Light, which
the RDIF said has 79.4% efficacy.
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