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Veronika Nikulshina’s arrest comes three years after she ran onto the pitch during the 2018 FIFA World
Cup final in Russia. Yevgeny Razumnyi / Vedomosti / TASS

A member of Russian activist group Pussy Riot has been jailed Thursday on suspicion of
planning to disrupt the ongoing 2020 UEFA European Football Championship in St.
Petersburg.

Veronika Nikulshina’s arrest comes three years after she and three fellow activists ran onto
the pitch during the 2018 FIFA World Cup final hosted in Russia to protest human rights
abuses in the country. They were handed 15-day jail terms for the high-profile disruption.

Related article: Pussy Riot Protesters Jailed for World Cup Final Pitch Invasion

On Thursday, a Moscow court found Nikulshina guilty of disobeying police orders and ruled to
jail her for 15 days.

https://mos-gorsud.ru/rs/dorogomilovskij/services/cases/admin/details/e7723740-cf44-11eb-ba96-754ac3c63dae?respondent=%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%8C%D1%88%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0&documentMainArticle=19.3&formType=fullForm
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/21/pussy-riot-protesters-jailed-world-cup-final-pitch-invasion


According to the court transcript, “Nikulshina refused to go to a police station for questioning
about her intentions to commit illegal actions related to violations of public order and safety
to disrupt UEFA Euro 2020.” 

St. Petersburg is among 11 European cities to host the football championship’s matches
despite recently tightened anti-coronavirus restrictions in an effort to curb a new spike in
infections. The tournament opened Friday and runs until July 11.

Nikulshina was also jailed for five days last month on the same accusations of disobeying
police orders. 

News reports alleged that she had been taken into custody to “prevent possible provocations”
during the Victory Day parade in Red Square that Russia holds every year to commemorate
Soviet victory over Nazi Germany in World War II.

Feminist punk collective Pussy Riot formed in 2011 and quickly earned a reputation for
eyebrow-raising guerrilla performances. 

Three of its founding members were imprisoned for two years in 2012 for a protest
performance criticizing President Vladimir Putin’s ties to the Russian Orthodox Church. 
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