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A coal heaver works at a boiler house of the Murmanenergosbyt combined heat and power plant in
Murmansk. Lev Fedoseyev / TASS

Russia’s Far North region of Murmansk will become a testing ground for “green”
technologies in a bid to achieve carbon neutrality, according to an agreement signed between
state innovation corporation Rusnano and regional authorities.

The Carbon-Free Zone seeks to test renewable technologies and systems which can later be
expanded nationwide, including electric transportation and sustainable solid waste disposal,
Rusnano said announcing the agreement’s signing at the St. Petersburg International
Economic Forum.

Related article: ‘Birthplace of Ice’ in Russia’s Arctic Sees Record-Breaking Start to Melting
Season

“The Carbon-Free Zone is something that hasn’t happened anywhere else in Russia,”
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Rusnano CEO Sergei Kulikov said in the statement Thursday.

“The region will get a ‘green’ reputation and attract new investors. This, in turn, will lead to
the creation of new high-tech jobs, improvements in the environment and ultimately an
increase in local quality of life,” he added.

The project is expected to generate 12,000 tons of “green” hydrogen fuel with a wind farm per
year by 2025. Rusnano stressed the Carbon-Free Zone’s importance given looming EU carbon
taxes on Russian energy exports like coal, saying it will be primarily export-oriented. 

Murmansk governor Andrei Chibis said the Carbon-Free Zone will also help reduce the burden
on the regional environment. Russia’s far-northern regions are warming three times faster
than the planet and have been hit with devastating environmental disasters like oil spills and
historic wildfires in recent years.

Related article: Putin Says Zero-Carbon Energy Will ‘Send Us Baсk to Caves’

The pilot project was announced days after presidential envoy on sustainable development
Anatoly Chubais said Russia will have to abandon fossil fuels and reform its entire economy to
catch up with global decarbonization trends. 

Yet despite the turn toward renewables, Russia’s Arctic strategy still aims to increase its fossil
fuel production tenfold over the next 15 years.

Just 0.04% of Russia’s electricity comes from solar and wind compared to roughly 10%
worldwide. The country is currently building its largest-ever wind power project in
Murmansk and it is expected to start generating power from 2022.
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