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The election ban would directly affect several Navalny allies who have announced plans to run for the
State Duma in September.  Sergei Fadeichev / TASS

President Vladimir Putin signed legislation Friday banning anyone with links to “extremist”
organizations from running in elections, a harbinger for jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny’s
team that is awaiting a court ruling to label it “extremist.” 

The changes to Russia’s election law prohibit leaders, sponsors and rank-and-file members
of “extremist” groups from seeking office for periods of 3-5 years depending on their status.

The election ban would directly affect several Navalny allies, such as Anti-Corruption
Foundation (FBK) lawyer Lyubov Sobol, who have announced plans to run for the State Duma
in September. 

It would also impact the tens of thousands of Russians who have supported Navalny's political
network and FBK with financial donations.

http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202106040014


The election ban applies retroactively, even to financial donors, for 1-3 years prior to the court
ruling labeling an organization “extremist.”

The ban comes into effect immediately, with a Moscow court ruling to designate Navalny’s
political network as an “extremist” organization expected as early as next week.

Navalny’s allies have vowed to press on with their “Smart Voting” strategy that seeks to
unseat pro-Putin ruling party incumbents in this September’s parliamentary elections
despite the ban.

Putin signed the law on Navalny’s 45th birthday and exactly one month after pro-Kremlin
lawmakers submitted it into the State Duma. 

It also comes on the heels of two non-Navalny-linked opposition figures being detained on a
range of charges the Kremlin calls “non-political,” but which critics decry as part of a
crackdown on dissent ahead of this fall’s elections.

Navalny, who returned to Russia in January after barely surviving a near-fatal poisoning with
a Soviet-designed nerve agent last summer, is serving two and a half years in jail on old fraud
charges he calls politically motivated.
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