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Russia is seeking to expand wide-ranging sanctions it adopted in response to a U.S. human
rights abuse law to all foreigners but will continue to limit its controversial adoption ban to
U.S. citizens, according to legislation introduced Wednesday.

“Currently, sanctions for violating the rights and freedoms of Russians are only set for U.S.
citizens,” said Russia’s lower house of parliament, the State Duma.

“It is proposed to extend these rules to all foreigners.”

Related article: Russia Imposes Reciprocal Sanctions on 25 UK Officials

The legislation submitted by Russia’s government would ban any targeted foreigner from
entering Russia, seize their assets and ban their transactions and investments. 

https://sozd.duma.gov.ru/bill/1185348-7
http://duma.gov.ru/news/51675/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/11/19/russia-imposes-reciprocal-sanctions-on-25-uk-officials


Legal entities controlled by the sanctioned foreigners would face suspensions of their
activities, with the exception of political NGOs.

“Russian citizens’ rights can be violated not just by U.S. citizens, but also by those from other
foreign states, as well as by stateless persons,” said the draft bill’s authors.

Non-U.S. citizens would not be subject to an adoption ban under the proposed expansion as
that ban came in reaction to “an aggressive sanctions policy of a specified foreign state,”
referring to the U.S.

Russia passed the so-called “Dima Yakovlev” adoption ban in 2012 in response to the U.S.
Magnitsky Act, which blacklisted Russian officials implicated in human rights violations.

The law, which effectively broke the U.S.-Russian cooperation agreement on international
adoptions, is named after a two-year-old Russian boy who died after being left unattended in
a vehicle by his adoptive U.S. father.

The expanded “anti-Magnitsky” sanctions would need three votes of approval in the State
Duma, one in the upper-house Federation Council and President Vladimir Putin’s signature to
become law.
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