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Russia Eyes Banning Online Anonymity
After Deadly School Shooting
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Nine people, most of them children, were killed and over 20 were hospitalized when a former student
opened fire at a Kazan school. Yegor Aleyev / TASS

Russia should do away with online anonymity to prevent future repeats of Tuesday's deadly
shooting at a high school in the central city of Kazan, the speaker of Russia’s lower house of
parliament has said.

Nine people, most of them children, were killed and over 20 were hospitalized when a former
student opened fire at a Kazan school 820 kilometers east of Moscow. Officers detained the
19-year-old shooter, whose official motive remains unclear but who had reportedly
announced plans to commit the massacre on social media.

Related article: 9 Dead in Russia School Shooting

State Duma Speaker Vyacheslav Volodin blamed the “all-accessible internet” for posing a
“serious threat” to children in the wake of the tragedy.


https://t.me/vv_volodin/68
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/765559
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/09/9-dead-in-russia-school-shooting

Writing on social media Tuesday, Volodin said the legal measures that Russian lawmakers
previously passed to shield teens from pro-suicide and pro-violence social media groups “are
clearly not enough.”

“There are proposals to move away from anonymity on the internet, which according to the
supporters of this idea will significantly reduce the amount of content that promotes violence
and glorifies extremism,” Volodin said.

“This needs to be discussed,” he wrote on Telegram, the encrypted messaging app that
Russian authorities unsuccessfully tried to ban for two years.

Internet freedom advocates have raised concerns that Russia’s targeting of foreign social
media giants with fines or blocking threats may lead to Chinese-style censorship.

Volodin also wrote that lawmakers plan to debate a hastily drafted bill tightening rules for
issuing firearms licenses after President Vladimir Putin ordered a review of gun control
legislation following the shooting.

Putin’s human rights commissioner has joined several senators in proposing raising the
minimum age for license-holders from 18 to 21 in the wake of the Kazan tragedy.

The Kremlin blamed the internet for anti-social behavior among youth after a series of deadly
school attacks, including the 2018 Crimean college shooting. Authorities at the time pledged
to block social media pages that propagate violence after reports said that some suspects may
have been members of “anti-social” online communities.
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