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Russia Expels Romanian Diplomat in
Reciprocal Move

By AFP

May 11, 2021

Russia's foreign ministry said in a statement that Romania's ambassador in Moscow was summoned to
the ministry and notified of the expulsion. EPA

Russia on Tuesday expelled the aide to Romania's military attache, as part of an ongoing
diplomatic spat between Moscow and Western capitals.

The move comes in response to Bucharest's decision last month to remove Russia's deputy
military attache from the country as part of the dispute that has embroiled several EU
countries formally under the Kremlin's sphere of influence.

Russia's foreign ministry said in a statement that Romania's ambassador in Moscow was
summoned to the ministry and notified of the expulsion.

The diplomat "has been ordered to leave the Russian Federation within 72 hours," the foreign
ministry said.
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"This step was undertaken by the Russian side in response to Romania declaring persona non

grata an assistant to the military attache at the Russian embassy in Bucharest on April 26," it
added.

Romanian media reports said at the time that the Russian diplomat was being expelled for
spying.

Prime Minister Florin Citu said the move should not necessarily be interpreted as "a solidarity
reaction to what is happening in other countries".

Last month the Czech government accused Russian security services of being behind a deadly
explosion at an arms depot in eastern Czech Republic in 2014.

It expelled a number of Russian diplomats over the allegations, with Slovakia and the Baltic
states of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania following suit in solidarity.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2021/05/11/russia-expels-romanian-diplomat-in-reciprocal-move-a7
3857



