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Ukraine Seizes First Batch of ‘Chernobyl
Spirits’ Bound for UK

May 07, 2021

British and Ukrainian scientists started making Atomik spirits in 2019 following years of research on the
transfer of radioactivity to crops grown in the Chernobyl exclusion zone. Chernobyl Spirit Company

Ukrainian authorities have confiscated the first batch of spirit drinks made from apples grown
near the Chernobyl nuclear power plant, the beverage's British makers said Friday.

Prosecutors in Kiev seized the shipment of 1,500 UK-bound bottles of “Atomik,” which
British and Ukrainian scientists started making in 2019 following years of research on the
transfer of radioactivity to crops grown in the Chernobyl exclusion zone.

Related article: Chernobyl-Made Vodka to Hit British Shelves

“It seems that they are accusing us of using forged Ukrainian excise stamps,” said
environmental science professor and project leader Jim Smith.

“But this doesn't make sense since the bottles are for the U.K. market and are clearly labeled


https://www.atomikvodka.com/post/press-release-06-may-2021
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/12/10/chernobyl-made-vodka-to-hit-british-shelves

with valid U.K. excise stamps,” Smith said in a statement on Atomik’s website.

The BBC reported that the prosecutor’s office took the shipment from a truck at a distillery in
western Ukraine’s Carpathians region on March 19. Atomik said in Friday’s statement that the
confiscated product has not been returned.

Elina Smirnova, a lawyer who represents the British social enterprise The Chernobyl Spirit
Company, accused Ukrainian law enforcement and security officers of violations.

“They have targeted a foreign company which has tried to establish an ethical ‘white’
business to first of all help Ukraine,” Smirnova said in Atomik's statement. “The actions of
Ukrainian law enforcement agencies are damaging the reputation of Ukraine as an open
country for doing business.”

Smith and his Ukrainian colleagues formed The Chernobyl Spirit Company with the aim of
donating 75% of their profits to Ukrainians living in and around the Chernobyl exclusion
zone, the area worst-hit by the world’s worst nuclear disaster in 1986.

Ukrainian authorities in charge of the exclusion zone management welcomed the scientists’
efforts to help local communities at the time.

Atomik’s makers say their artisanal spirit, based on Ukraine’s moonshine distillation
methods, contains no more radioactivity than any other spirit drink.

Last year it switched to distilling high-proof spirits out of apples from the affected areas due
to Ukraine’s tight regulations of grain spirits.
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