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The country of 1.3 billion people authorized the Russian jab as it battles the world’s second-highest
number of new infections. Indranil Mukherjee / AFP

India has approved Russia’s Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine in an effort to boost the country’s
vaccination drive amid soaring case numbers, the Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) that
markets the jab said Tuesday. 

While India has already approved two other vaccines, the Oxford-AstraZeneca shot and the
India-developed Covaxin, the country of 1.3 billion people continues to battle the world’s
second-highest number of new coronavirus infections. India is the 60th country in the world
to approve Sputnik V, according to the RDIF. 

India’s Drug Controller General authorized Sputnik V for emergency use based on the jab’s
clinical trial results in Russia and local Phase 3 trial results conducted in partnership with
pharmaceutical company Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories, the RDIF said. 

“We appreciate the decision of India’s regulatory bodies to grant authorization for Sputnik

https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/sputnik-v-authorized-for-use-in-india/


V,” RDIF head Kirill Dmitriev said in a statement.  

“Approval of the vaccine is a major milestone as Russia and India have been developing an
extensive cooperation on clinical trials of Sputnik V in India and its local production,” he said. 

Dmitriev told Indian broadcaster NDTV that the first doses could be ready by late April or May,
with ramped up production by June.

"We believe by June, we will really be at good production capacity in India and will become a
very meaningful player in vaccination program in India," he added.

Sputnik V already has production agreements in India, home to the world's biggest vaccine
manufacturer, to produce 852 million doses.

AFP contributed reporting.
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