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Russia Fines Twitter for Not Removing
Calls to Protests

By AFP

April 02,2021

Twitter faces three fines totaling 8.9 million rubles ($116,700) as Moscow ramps up its pressure against
the U.S. tech giant. Jaap Arriens / Zuma / TASS

A Russian court on Friday fined Twitter nearly $117,000 for failing to remove calls to
opposition protests, as Moscow ramps up pressure against the U.S. tech giant.

Authorities in January accused foreign social media platforms of interfering in Russia's
domestic affairs by not deleting calls to rallies in support of jailed Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny late that month and early February.

Related article: Russia Threatens to Block Twitter Within 30 Days

Last month, Russia's media watchdog Roskomnadzor said it would draw up protocols
demanding foreign social media platforms such as Twitter be fined for failing to delete the
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calls after it had warned them to do so.

In a statement, Roskomnadzor described the calls to protests as "inciting teenagers" to take
part in "illegal activities," or ""unauthorized mass events."

On Friday, the state-run RIA Novosti news agency cited a Moscow court as saying it had hit
Twitter with three fines totaling 8.9 million rubles ($116,700) for failing to remove
information that violates Russian law.

Twitter declined to comment when reached by AFP.

The fines come after Roskomnadzor last month began slowing Twitter's service speeds,
saying that the company had failed to comply with its requests to delete content related to
child pornography, drug use and calls for minors to commit suicide.

Twitter at the time said it was '"deeply concerned by increased attempts to block and throttle
online public conversation."

President Vladimir Putin in January complained about the growing influence of large
technology companies that he said are competing with states.

Russia regularly fines foreign internet companies like Twitter, Facebook and Google for
failing to comply with its legislation, though the penalties are meagre when compared to their
profits.

From Thursday, a law came into effect in Russia making it obligatory for smartphones, tablets
and computers to be pre-installed with Russian software and apps in a move seen by critics as
another attempt to curb online freedom.
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