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Levada's results follow nationwide protests that broke out over the jailing of Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny
and his investigation into President Vladimir Putin’s alleged $1.3 billion palace. Antoly Maltsev / EPA /
TASS

The share of Russians who say they’re not interested in politics has reached its highest level
of the modern era, a survey by the independent Levada Center polling agency said Tuesday.

According to the poll, nearly one-third of Russians, or 27%, said they are not interested in
politics at all, compared to 12% of Russians who said they were indifferent to politics in
October 1990.

Related article: Russians’ Protest Expectations Hit 20-Year High, Willingness to Attend Falls
— Poll

“The average person sees that the authorities are tightening the political line, so this person
blocks bad news and generally tries to stay away from politics,” Andrei Kolesnikov, senior
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associate at the Carnegie Moscow Center, told The Moscow Times. “This is a psychological
defense reaction, and a really conformist one.”

Nearly half (45%) of respondents said that they closely follow politics but don’t intend to play
an active role in political life. Only 3% take part in political activities such as rallies and 23%
openly distance themselves from politics.

“In other words, exactly half of Russia's population is out of politics,” Levada Center director
Lev Gudkov wrote.

Only 10% of young Russians aged 18-24 said they cared about politics to a ""very large' or
"large' extent, Levada said. Older Russians aged 65 and older had the greatest interest in
politics of any age group at about 14%.

The share of those who were indifferent to politics remained consistent across age groups,
with 28% of people aged 18-24, 26% of those aged 25-39, 29% of those aged 40-54 and 27%
of over-65s expressing disinterest in politics.

Levada's results follow nationwide protests that broke out over the jailing of Kremlin critic
Alexei Navalny and his investigation into President Vladimir Putin’s alleged $1.3 billion
palace. Thousands were detained by riot police during the waves of protests with widespread
reports of police brutality.

“There is also a clear feeling that you cannot influence anything anyway. And if you become
an activist, you can be jailed and beaten. Fear is also a factor,” Kolesnikov told The Moscow
Times.

Levada conducted its survey among 1,601 Russians in 50 regions from Feb. 18-24.
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