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Eight Ukrainian servicemen have been killed since mid-February in clashes that Kiev blames on Moscow
and separatist leaders. Markiian Lysenko / EPA / TASS

Ukraine said Friday that renewed fighting with Russian-backed separatists was undermining
a fragile ceasefire in the east of the country, and urged Western backers to intervene.

The halt to fighting agreed last July raised hopes for a resolution to the bitter trench war that
was sparked in 2014 by the Kremlin's annexation of Crimea and has claimed more than 13,000
lives.

Related article: Ukraine Bans Coronavirus Vaccines From 'Aggressor' Russia

"We have seen an escalation in the conflict in recent weeks," the head of the Ukrainian
president's office, Andriy Yermak said. 
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"This is a deliberate provocation against the Ukrainian Armed Forces to end the ceasefire
regime," he added during a conference held by the Brussels-based European Policy Centre
think tank.

Eight Ukrainian servicemen have been killed since mid-February. Kiev has blamed the clashes
on Moscow and separatist leaders, and accused them of using banned military hardware.

Heavy weapons such as tanks and large-calibre mortars are banned under the so-called
Minsk II agreement that was signed in February 2015 to settle the conflict.

Yermak urged Western brokers including France, Germany and the United States "to step up
their efforts" to settle the conflict.

Kiev and its Western allies accuse Russia of sending troops and arms to support the
separatists, claims Moscow denies. 

The Kremlin earlier this week said it was "deeply concerned by growing tensions" on the
frontline and said Ukrainian forces were responsible for escalating the conflict.

"We are recording more and more shelling from the Ukrainian side," Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said, calling on Kiev to adhere to agreements to end the war.

European Council chief Charles Michel said during a visit to Ukraine this week that the EU has
no plans to lift economic sanctions against Russia for its role in the conflict.

He said that Russia has not reciprocated "Ukraine's positive steps" towards ending the war,
and described Moscow as "a party to this conflict, and not a mediator."
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