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Chechen authorities have denied that the individuals named in Novaya Gazeta’s reports were ever
detained. Anton Podgaiko / TASS

The independent Novaya Gazeta newspaper has published new findings into the alleged
extrajudicial killings of nearly 30 Chechens in 2017.

The newspaper says the new evidence corroborates its 2017 investigation which claimed that
Chechen security officials executed 27 of more than 100 people detained in sweeping anti-
terror raids in late 2016 and early 2017. 

Novaya Gazeta on Monday published the testimony of an individual who was allegedly
“directly involved” in the anti-terror raids, guarded detainees in a "secret prison" and
witnessed the execution of at least 13 detainees.

The newspaper also shared copies of official photographic tables from the Chechen Interior
Ministry with data on the detentions of 108 people, some of whom became victims of
extrajudicial execution. 

https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2021/02/15/89211-kazn-posle-smerti
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2017/07/09/73065-eto-byla-kazn-v-noch-na-26-yanvarya-v-groznom-rasstrelyany-desyatki-lyudey


Chechen security officials also pressured several of the detained men into taking an oath of
allegiance to the Islamic State terrorist group on camera, according to Novaya Gazeta. 

Novaya Gazeta editors prefaced the latest investigation with a note: “Everything that you read
below is documented by Russian law enforcement and judicial authorities, as well as directly
confirmed by open, non-anonymous eyewitness accounts of the events described.”

Chechen authorities have denied that the individuals named in Novaya Gazeta’s reports were
ever detained, while Russia’s Investigative Committee has refused to open an investigation
into the alleged killings.

Under strongman Ramzan Kadyrov’s leadership, the republic of Chechnya has become the
subject of multiple reports of human rights abuses over the years. The North Caucasus region,
which was devastated by two separatist wars in the 1990s, enjoys a certain level of autonomy
in exchange for loyalty to the Kremlin. 

Islamic State is a terrorist group banned in Russia.
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