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Russian Defense Ministry officials opted out of the OSCE Military Doctrine Seminar “due to unfriendly
policies of the West.” Zuma / TASS

The Russian military has turned down an invitation to attend a European security seminar for
the first time in 30 years amid deteriorating ties with the West, Moscow's arms control
delegation in Vienna said Tuesday.

The delegation’s Twitter account said Russian Defense Ministry officials opted out of the
European Security and Cooperation Organization’s (OSCE) Military Doctrine Seminar, held
once every five years, “due to unfriendly policies of the West.”

Related article: Russia Floats Pre-Emptive ‘Intimidation’ Strike to Counter U.S. Strategy

Chief arms control negotiator Konstantin Gavrilov linked Russia’s snub to Western military
drills and surveillance flights near its borders.

https://twitter.com/armscontrol_rus/status/1359108531874639875?s=20
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/19/russia-floats-pre-emptive-intimidation-strike-to-counter-us-strategy


Russia’s Aerospace Forces say they have scrambled jets at least 170 times in 2020 to intercept
foreign intelligence aircraft and identified around 4,000 combat and surveillance aircraft near
its borders. Tensions carried over into 2021, with two Russian jets flying low over two U.S.
destroyers deployed for interoperability exercises in the Black Sea.

“The Americans invited us, there was a request. We told them the Russian Defense Ministry
deems it inappropriate to participate in this seminar due to the exercises and reconnaissance
flights on the Russian border,” he told state media.

“In the conditions when they interpret NATO’s expansion as Russia’s deterrence, the Defense
Ministry declined,” Gavrilov told the state-run RIA Novosti news agency.

Independent observers described the move as highly damaging to the 57-member OSCE as a
platform for trust-building military discussions despite strained ties.

“This delivers a staggering blow to the OSCE which has praised itself for being the only forum
where Russia and the West conduct a regular dialogue on diplomatic and military level, no
matter how bad things get,” diplomatic correspondent Stephanie Liechtenstein wrote on
Twitter.

Gavrilov noted that Russia’s military security and arms control delegation is still participating
in the two-day seminar and plans to deliver closing remarks via videolink Wednesday.
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