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Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov claims there are "no homosexuals" in the North Caucasus region. Musa
Sadulayev / AP / TASS

A rights group on Monday described as "kidnapping" the plight of two gay men who were
seized near Moscow last week and sent back to their native Chechnya, a Russian region
accused of persecution against homosexuality.

The LGBT Network rights group helped the two Chechen men, Salekh Magamadov and Ismail
Isayev, flee Muslim-majority Chechnya for Nizhny Novgorod northeast of Moscow in June
last year after they were allegedly tortured by Chechen special police.

The two men were detained in Nizhny Novgorod last Thursday and sent back to the North
Caucasus region, where they are now being held at a detention center in the Urus-
Martanovsky district, the LGBT Network told AFP.
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LGBT Network spokesman Tim Bestsvet said police had not provided the group's lawyers with
materials on the case and refused their requests to see the men. 

"We can say that the citizens have been kidnapped," a lawyer for the LGBT Network, Mark
Alexeyev, told AFP, adding that law enforcement's refusal to allow him to see the men and the
case materials was "illegal."

On Sunday, a close associate of Chechen strongman Ramzan Kadyrov, Akhmed Dudayev,
claimed that the two men had "confessed to having provided aid to a member of an illegal
armed group" that was liquidated by counterterrorism forces last month, RIA Novosti news
agency reported.  

The charge carries a penalty of up to 15 years in prison.

Alexeyev dismissed the accusations Monday, saying the authorities had "deliberately
disseminated false information on the fate" of the two young men and said that "the
confessions were most likely obtained through threats and pressure."

Bestsvet said Magamadov and Isayev were arrested and tortured by Chechen special police in
April 2020, officially for running an opposition Telegram channel but in fact, he said, because
of their sexual orientation.

The spokesman said a video in which the two men apologized over the Telegram channel and
said they were not real men — bolstering the claim that they were persecuted for being gay —
was recorded under duress.
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Bestsvet also alleged that the pair were forced to learn passages from the Koran as well as the
Russian and Chechen anthems.

Chechnya has been under fire over alleged persecution of homosexuals since 2017, when gay
men said alleged torture by law enforcement agencies.

The LGBT Network in 2019 reported a second wave of persecution against gays in the volatile
republic, including two murders. 

Chechen officials routinely dismiss the reports as "made up," and Kadyrov claims the region's
population is exclusively heterosexual.
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