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Director Kirill Serebrennikov Fired From
Gogol Center

The fate of the theater's repertory and troupe are unknown.
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The Moscow city department of culture announced on Feb. 3 that they would not be renewing
Kirill Serebrennikov’s contract as the director of the Gogol Center theater.

The previous day, on the theater’s eighth “birthday,” Serebrennikov had described some of
the plans for 2021, which included not only theatrical productions but other artistic projects.

His contract will come to an end on Feb. 28.

Serebrennikov was appointed as director of the Gogol Theater in 2012. When he took the reins,
the small theater was a moribund state-funded venue. In 2014 Serebrennikov reopened the
theater as the Gogol Center, and the theater’s innovative productions quickly brought

the theater awards and accolades. It has continued to be one of the capital’s most popular
theaters.


https://tass.ru/kultura/10609501

Related article: Serebrennikov Trial: Russia Gives Suspended Sentence to Prominent Director
in Fraud Case

In May 2017, the Center was raided by the Russian Investigative Committee, and
Serebrennikov and three others were charged with embezzlement of state funds. The “theater
trial” was largely perceived as political and ended with guilty charges and large fines, but
probation rather than incarnation.

On Feb. 9 Serebrennikov shared the letter he received from the city announcing termination of
his contract on Instagram and wrote, in part, "Everything in this world begins and then
comes to an end. And then something new begins." He thanked his colleagues and ended with
the words "And don't be depressed. There's no life or freedom in depression. You know what
to do. Peace and love to all."
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There have been no announcements about the appointment of the next director.

The Center’s performances are entirely sold out through the beginning of March.
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