
Russia Opposed to Widening Scope of
Iran Nuclear Deal
Moscow supports narrow focus on nuclear issues as U.S. weighs
possible return.

By AFP

January 27, 2021

Russia has backed Iran's warning against the U.S. trying to extract additional concessions from Tehran.
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Russia does not support expanding the Iran nuclear deal to other issues like Tehran's regional
influence should the United States decide to rejoin, Moscow's deputy envoy to the UN said
Wednesday.

Known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the deal was agreed between Iran,
the United States, China, Russian, Britain, France and Germany in 2015.

It offered sanctions relief in exchange for curbs on Tehran's nuclear ambitions and
guarantees that it would not seek an atomic bomb.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/afp-2


It fell apart when former U.S. president Donald Trump withdrew from the accord and imposed
unilateral sanctions on Tehran, but new President Joe Biden could rejoin the agreement.

Related article: Moscow, Tehran Call for 'Rescue' of Iran Nuclear Deal

Last year, "we managed to save the deal, to keep it alive. We all hope that the new
administration will make some practical moves in this regard," said Moscow's envoy, Dmitry
Polyanskiy.

"But you shouldn't mix it up with a regional framework which exists," the Russian diplomat
told reporters.

"It doesn't exclude that there should be a process of regional dialect, of some confidence-
building measures, of countries speaking to each other and understanding, identifying the
sources and the reasons of tensions in the region."

Polyanskiy said the deal had become "very fragile" but still stood as a "genius achievement
from world diplomacy."

"We don't see any reasons for it to be modified," he added.

Given the idea that Biden could return to the deal, some have suggested it be renegotiated to
include topics like ballistic missiles and Iran's influence in the Middle East, from Lebanon to
Yemen, which is frowned upon in the West.

In 2017, French President Emmanuel Macron proposed adding several "pillars" to the deal,
including one to ensure better controls on Iran's missile arsenal and another on the situation
in the region.

Biden's new Secretary of State Antony Blinken says Washington could rejoin the deal if
Tehran agrees to respect its commitments.
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