
Anti-Putin Snowman Protest Leads to
Russian Activist’s Detention
January 27, 2021

The snowmen held signs with anti-Putin slogans, including “Down With the Tsar.” Twitter /
borovikov_andre

An activist in northern Russia has been detained for organizing a "mass rally" against
President Vladimir Putin using snowmen she built, a fellow activist said Wednesday.

A photo shared by Arkhangelsk activist Andrei Borovikov shows four snowmen holding up
anti-Putin placards. One of them references the billion-dollar palace that jailed opposition
leader Alexei Navalny claimed belongs to the president in a viral investigation.

“Yelena Kalinina was detained for organizing a mass picket of snowmen,” Borovikov,
Navalny’s former Arkhangelsk office coordinator, wrote on Twitter.

“The cops don’t know what to do, they’re calling higher-ups every other minute,” he added.

Local media later reported that police tore down the snowmen’s placards (one of which read
“Down With the Tsar”) and filed a report against Kalinina.

https://twitter.com/borovikov_andre/status/1354362702488096768
https://29.ru/text/politics/2021/01/27/69729261/


Kalinina’s tongue-in-cheek picket follows Saturday’s nationwide rallies in support of
Navalny that gathered tens of thousands and led to nearly 4,000 detentions across 120 cities.
Several participants face felony charges for allegedly attacking authorities, blocking traffic
and violating coronavirus health guidelines.

Around 3,000 out of Arkhangelsk’s 350,000 residents attended the rallies in one of Russia’s
northernmost cities.

Navalny was jailed under an old fraud conviction he says is politically motivated following his
Jan. 17 return to Russia from recovery for nerve agent poisoning he blames on the Kremlin. 

Putin, who has acknowledged that Russian security agents had been tailing Navalny as a
national security threat for years, denied this week that the alleged palace belongs to him.
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