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Chechen Leaders Pledge ‘Help’ to
Navalny Protester Who Clashed With

Police

January 25, 2021

Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov. Press service of the administration of the republic of Chechnya /
TASS

Chechen head Ramzan Kadyrov has vowed to help an alleged compatriot who clashed with riot
police at Saturday's Moscow protest in support of jailed opposition leader Alexei Navalny, the
Chechen leader's close adviser said Sunday.

Widely circulated video showed the young man kicking and punching several baton-wielding
officers before collapsing and being whisked off into the crowd. Authorities later announced
criminal investigations into violence against officers in the capital and other Russian cities.

Embed:

Adam Delimkhanov, a Russian federal lawmaker and Kadyrov’s right-hand man, took to


https://www.instagram.com/p/CKb0EoAogAJ/

social media to urge the suspect to turn himself in and receive legal assistance from the
Russian region’s strongman leader.

Delimkhanov said that authorities have learned from the suspect’s friends and family that he
does not share the protesters’ views, which he described as ‘“support for laws where a man
can marry a man.”

“What you’ve done is a crime,” Delimkhanov said in an Instagram video translated into
Russian by the Mediazona news website.

“But if you don’t accept [the protesters’ presumed] position, Ramzan, our padishah, said that
he would help you with the law as soon as you show up,” Delimkhanov said.

Unconfirmed reports identified the young man as 20-year-old Chechen native Said-
Muhamad Dzhumayev, who remained at large as of Monday afternoon.

Navalny, 44, called for Saturday's demonstrations after being jailed under a fraud conviction
he claims was politically motivated on his return from Germany, where he was recovering
from an August poisoning with the Soviet-era nerve agent Novichok.

More than 3,700 people have been detained in over 120 Russian cities Saturday as tens of
thousands of protesters gathered despite police warnings and cold weather. Riot police used
force to disperse large crowds, with clashes breaking out between officers and demonstrators.

Authorities are pursuing at least 15 criminal charges against protesters, including for blocking
traffic, calling for mass unrest and violating public health guidelines. Courts across the
country have handed down some 150 rulings, imposing fines, administrative arrests and
forced labor on demonstrators.
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