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E-visa holders will be able enter Russia for tourism, business and other personal reasons as soon as the
suspension is lifted. Alexander Avilov / Moskva News Agency

Russia has suspended its electronic visa system until further notice because of the
coronavirus pandemic, tourism authorities have said.

Citizens of 52 countries, including EU member states, China and India, were expected to be
able  take advantage of e-visas from Jan. 1, 2021. However, most foreigners are still unable to
enter Russia after it banned international flights in spring with the arrival of the first wave of
the Covid-19 outbreak.

An undated notice on the Federal Tourism Agency website’s e-visa section warns visitors that
Russia has temporarily suspended issuing e-visas “to ensure state security” and prevent the
spread of Covid-19. 

“Government decisions will be made if the situation changes,” the notice adds.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/11/12/everything-you-need-to-know-about-russias-new-e-visas-a72023
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/10/29/as-russia-eases-its-border-restrictions-who-is-able-to-enter-a71853
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/10/29/as-russia-eases-its-border-restrictions-who-is-able-to-enter-a71853
https://tourism.gov.ru/contents/turistam/informatsiya-dlya-vezzhayushchikh-v-rossiyu/vizovyy-rezhim1/elektronnaya-viza/


Related article: Everything You Need to Know About Russia’s New E-Visas

A similarly worded notice is posted on the website of the Russian Foreign Ministry’s consular
department.

The Federal Tourism Agency and the Foreign Ministry did not immediately respond to
requests for comment from The Moscow Times.

E-visa holders will be able enter Russia for tourism, business and other personal reasons as
soon as the suspension is lifted. E-visas are valid for 60 days, allowing foreigners to remain in
Russia for up to 16 days.

When it resumes, Russia’s e-visa system is expected to revive a tourism industry that lost at
least $7 billion in the pandemic-hit year.
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