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Authorities accused 66-year-old Yury Savelyev of “supervising readings and discussions of extremist
literature.” jw-russia.org

A court in Siberia has sentenced an elderly Jehovah’s Witness leader to six years in prison for
organizing an extremist group, authorities and the religious organization said Wednesday.

The Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia said Yury Savelyev, 66, has spent almost half his sentence
in pre-trial detention and is expected to be released in 2023. Authorities accused him of
“supervising readings and discussions of extremist literature” in his apartment in Russia’s
third-largest city of Novosibirsk after Russia outlawed Jehovah’s Witnesses in 2017 and until
his arrest in 2018.

Related article: Over 400 Jehovah’s Witnesses Charged or Convicted in Russia, Group Says

The Leninsky District Court in Novosibirsk found Savelyev guilty of organizing an extremist
organization and handed him the six-year prison sentence Wednesday. 

https://nsk.sledcom.ru/news/item/1523462/
https://jw-russia.org/news/2020/12/4.html
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2018/11/12/jehovahs-witnesses-leader-detained-siberia-reports-a63459
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/17/over-400-jehovahs-witnesses-charged-or-convicted-in-russia-group-says


“I have no enemies, and for my almost 67 years I have never been brought to administrative
or criminal responsibility. I am against any form of violence, be it verbal, psychological or
physical,” Savelyev said in court, according to the Jehovah’s Witnesses website.

Savelyev is expected to be the 12th Jehovah’s Witness to serve a prison sentence after Russia’s
Supreme Court banned the Christian denomination in 2017. The religious group estimates
that more than 400 of its followers have been charged or convicted in Russia between 2017
and late October 2020.

Jehovah’s Witnesses spokesman Jarrod Lopes called Savelyev’s conviction “patently absurd”
in an emailed statement to The Moscow Times. 

“Undeterred even by Covid-19, Russian authorities continue to unconscionably subject
harmless believers, including older men like Yury, to the unsanitary and potentially deadly
confines of prison,” he said.

Savelyev’s defense plans to appeal the verdict. The elderly worshipper will remain in pre-trial
detention until then.
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