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U.S. Investigated Kara-Murza Poisoning
as ‘Intentional’ Act - RFE/RL

December 16, 2020

Vladimir Kara-Murza Manuel Balce Ceneta / AP / TASS

United States investigators probed Russian opposition activist Vladimir Kara-Murza Jr.’s
suspected poisonings as “intentional” acts, the U.S.-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
news outlet reported Tuesday, citing newly obtained records.

Kara-Murza, 39, says he was deliberately poisoned in Moscow in 2015 and 2017 as retaliation
for his lobbying efforts to impose U.S. and EU sanctions against Russian officials accused of
human rights abuses. In both cases, Russian doctors said Kara-Murza had suffered the toxic
effects of an “unidentified substance” and Russian authorities denied the poisonings.

Related article: 6 Prominent Russians Who Suffered Poisoning Attacks

“The FBI is investigating this matter as a case of intentional poisoning,” a June 2018 FBI
summary report said, according to RFE/RL.


https://www.rferl.org/a/intentional-poisoning-new-fbi-records-new-clues-to-kremlin-critics-sudden-illnesses/31002272.html
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/08/18/6-prominent-russians-who-suffered-poisoning-attacks

Citing Justice Department documents, RFE/RL reported that American doctors and scientists
tested Kara-Murza’s samples from the 2015 incident for evidence of a biotoxin or radioactive
substance.

While Kara-Murza’s blood samples were tested independently by a leading U.S. weapons-
research lab, most of the records were withheld from the activist and his lawyer "for
consultation with other agencies," RFE/RL reported.

Records released to Kara-Murza did not include test results for polonium and dioxin, only
citing samples that had "minimal volume, which ma[de] testing difficult and limited.

“And while the documents released so far suggest that U.S. authorities tested Kara-Murza's
blood and urine for sophisticated poisons, to date they have provided no records or
summaries related to the results of such tests,” RFE/RL said.

The latest news follows the poisoning of Russian opposition figure Alexei Navalny with what
Germany and other Western governments say was a Novichok nerve agent in August.

Kara-Murza’s lawyer Stephen Rademaker “expressed frustration at Washington's reticence
regarding Kara-Murza's case compared to Germany's swift announcement of its conclusion
in Navalny's case,” RFE/RL reported.
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