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Navalny’s own video naming his alleged poisoners crossed 10 million views on YouTube in less than 48
hours. Screenshot Navalny.live

Senior Russian diplomats and state television pundits have dismissed media investigations
into leading opposition figure Alexei Navalny’s poisoning and accused their authors of illegal
invasion of privacy.

A joint investigation published by several media outlets this week claimed Federal Security
Service (FSB) chemical weapons experts had tailed Navalny for years, including on the day he
was poisoned. Navalny’s own video naming his alleged poisoners crossed 10 million views on
YouTube in less than 48 hours.

Related article: Media Investigation Names FSB Agents Behind Navalny Poisoning

The joint Bellingcat, CNN, The Insider and Der Spiegel report was “funny to read,” Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov — the first Russian official to publicly react to the investigation — said

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/04/29/media-investigation-names-fsb-agents-behind-navalny-poisoning


Wednesday.

Lavrov accused the United States and other Western countries of orchestrating the recent
hacking and poisoning reports. 

“The manner in which this news is presented speaks to only one thing: Our Western partners
lack any ethical standards or skills of normal diplomatic work and an unwillingness to comply
with international legal norms when it comes to establishing facts,” he said.

Speaking at a press conference in Croatia, Lavrov also addressed speculation about the
Kremlin’s silence following the stories. President Vladimir Putin’s spokesman abruptly
canceled daily media briefings after the joint investigation was published, saying he needs to
prepare for Thursday’s end-of-year press conference. 

“The logic here is [...] if Moscow has been silent for two days, then it’s guilty. The inferiority
of this approach, in my view, is obvious to any sane person,” Lavrov said.
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Echoing his boss’ repudiation, Russia’s ambassador to the European Union, Vladimir Chizhov,
called the Navalny poisoning investigation “comical.”

European labs concluded this fall that Navalny, 44, was poisoned with the Soviet-designed
Novichok nerve agent after he fell ill on a domestic flight in August before being medevaced to
Berlin. The EU has imposed entry bans and bank account freezes on six Russian officials
suspected of being responsible, including FSB chief Alexander Bortnikov.

Media reactions

Russian state-run media outlets seized on the joint investigation's methodology, which is
based on phone records and flight manifests obtained by the investigative outlet Bellingcat.
Russian officials have repeatedly accused Britain-based Bellingcat of being a Western
intelligence front.

“It’s official. Navalny is working with the CIA and MI6,” news talk show host Yevgeny Popov
said in a social media post late Monday, according to a BBC Monitoring translation. 

His colleague Vladimir Solovyov postulated that the report was a joint operation by U.S. and
British intelligence and, later, called for an investigation into how the alleged FSB agents’
phone records were obtained.

“It’s a serious issue. We need to investigate and imprison those who need imprisoning,” he
said during his evening talk show. 

Another popular news talk show host Artyom Sheynin spared no epithet to describe the
investigative report, calling it “phantasmagoric” and “idiotic” Wednesday.

Sheynin said on his show that the report is “tough to read because it’s clear straight away that
it’s material for a psychiatrist.”
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