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Popular Soviet and Russian actor Valentin Gaft died on Saturday at the age of 85 after
suffering a long illness. His wife, actress Olga Ostroumova, told Russian media that Gaft had
suffered a serious stroke in 2019 and had been in a medical center for long-term care and
rehabilitation.

Valentin Gaft was born in 1935 in Moscow. Even in his school years he was interested in
theater and played small roles at a local theater.

He graduated from the Moscow Art Theater School in 1957. During his long and productive
career, he worked at the Mossovet Theater, the Moscow Drama Theater (now the Malaya
Bronnaya Theater) and Lenkom Theater. In 1969, he started to work at the Sovremennik
Theater and remained here as one of the most renowned and beloved actors until 2019.

Related article: Irina Antonova, Head of Pushkin Museum for 52 Years, Dead at Age 98

Gaft made his cinema debut in 1956 in the film “Murder on Dante Street.”

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/16/irina-antonova-head-of-pushkin-museum-for-52-years-dead-at-age-98


Gaft was famous for such iconic Soviet-era movies as ”Centaurs” (1979); "The Sorceress"
(1982); “Through Main Street with an Orchestra” (1986); "Put In a Word for the Poor Hussar"
(1987); "Promised Heaven" (1991); and many other Soviet-era and post-Soviet films.

But the role that catapulted him to fame across the Soviet Union was Chairman Sidorkin in the
iconic Eldar Ryazanov comedy “Garage” (1980).

Outside film and theater, Valentin Gaft was a strong advocate for animal rights and was one of
the prominent Russian cultural figures who spoke out against changing the tune of the
national Russian anthem to the Soviet-era melody.

Gaft was awarded many Soviet and Russian state awards. In 1984, he received the award of the
People’s Artist of the RSFSR.

He will be buried at the Troekurovskoe cemetery in Moscow.
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