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Russian Mayor of City Targeted in
Navalny Probe Arrested

By AFP

November 13, 2020
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The mayor of a Siberian city that was at the center of a corruption expose by opposition leader
Alexei Navalny was arrested Friday for abuse of power, regional officials and Russian media
said.

The arrest comes two months after Kremlin critic Navalny published the investigation
alleging corruption by local officials in Tomsk.

Related article: Doctor Who Treated Navalny and Denied Novichok Poisoning Promoted to
Regional Health Minister

Navalny, 44, fell ill on a flight from Tomsk to Moscow in August and was flown to Germany
for treatment where doctors said he was poisoned with the Novichok nerve agent.
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The Investigative Committee, which probes major crimes, said in a statement that a probe had
been opened into Ivan Klyayn, 61, who has been mayor of Tomsk since 2013.

"A criminal investigation for abuse of power has been opened," the statement said, adding
that searches were underway at Klyayn's home and office.

The Investigative Committee said Klyayn — a main shareholder of a local brewery — ordered
subordinates in 2016 to falsify information about land next to the brewery to prevent a local
businessman from starting construction there.

The businessman suffered "significant damage" as a result, the statement said.

State television showed agents of the Federal Security Service dressed in black detaining
Klyayn during a morning meeting with local officials. Law enforcement sources later
confirmed the arrest to Russian news agencies.

In his probe published in September, Navalny said that Tomsk is a city ""where everything is
permeated with corruption, which influences the life of every person."

His investigation alleged that members of the ruling United Russia party had awarded public
contracts to companies secretly controlled by party officials.

Navalny's probe did not mention Klyayn.
Two of Navalny's allies won local parliament seats in Tomsk in September.
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