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The replica of a Finnish transfer camp was funded by a presidential grant for children’s patriotic
education. Vesti Karelia / YouTube

A Russian nonprofit organization has built a replica World War II prison camp through a
presidential grant for children’s patriotic education, local media in northern Russia has
reported.

When it opens in the republic of Karelia on the Finnish border in December, schoolchildren
will be able to roam the guard towers, barracks and barbed wire that Finland’s army set up for
Soviet civilians fleeing the frontlines.

Related article: Putin Adds Patriotism, War History to School Curriculum

“We hope to see the former young prisoners here too,” said Natalia Abramova, who heads the
Otkrytye Vozmozhnosti (Open Opportunities) NGO for disabled children that erected the
camp.

https://youtu.be/23E21INw76I
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/05/03/putin-adds-patriotism-war-history-to-school-curriculum


“They’ll be able to share their memories with the children,” Abramova told the Karelia
affiliate of the Rossia state broadcaster on the camp grounds in a village 700 kilometers north
of Moscow.

She added that young visitors will also take part in “military-patriotic games” and “lessons
in courage” as part of the “Patriotic Weekend” attraction.
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The NGO won a $36,000 presidential grant to open the camp, which uses the set of a 2019
state-funded movie that tells the story of children who were interned at the camps.

Historians say around 4,000 Soviet civilians, including children, women and the elderly,
perished in the several transfer camps that Finland opened between 1941-44.

Karelia’s mock camp is the latest example of modern-day Russia’s efforts to pass on Soviet
and wartime history to the next generation. President Vladimir Putin, who has long promoted
patriotism as Russia’s sole national idea and established a military-patriotic youth movement
in 2015, added patriotism and war history to the Russian school curriculum earlier this year.

Authorities are pursuing “aggressive, militaristic politics of memory,” historians who oppose
the project told the U.S.-funded RFE/RL news outlet, which profiled the camp in March. 

“War is not a children’s show, but a very serious thing,” Mikhail Goldenberg, director of the
Karelia National Museum, told the outlet at the time.
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