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Yekaterina Andreeva has been one of Russia's leading news anchors since 1997. Screenshot Channel
One

A prominent Russian news anchor has sparked backlash after publicly backing the anti-mask
movement and questioning the dangers of Covid-19 in a viral Instagram comment published
just hours before the Russian government reinstated a countrywide mask mandate.   

In his original post, businessman Yan Yanovsky complained that most spectators at Spanish
opera singer Plácido Domingo's recent performance at Moscow's Bolshoi Theater did not
follow the mask requirement, even though Russia’s chief sanitary doctor Anna Popova was
among the audience. Masks have been required at all cultural events and establishments since
they re-opened over the summer.

“I also sit in theater stalls without a mask. Wearing it for a long time could lead to
emphyzema caused by oxygen deficiency, which is much worse than Covid,” Channel One

https://t.me/pdmnews/35400?single
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/10/27/russia-reinstates-mask-mandate-restricts-nightlife-to-stop-virus-spread-a71861
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/


anchor Yekaterina Andreeva wrote in a since-deleted comment.
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Фантастический вечер @placido_domingo в Большом Театре. Конечно событие в жизни
Москвы. Маэстро не выступал в Большом с 1974 года! Но COVID не отступает и мы
пробирались в ложу после начала первого акта, не вышли в антракт даже воды купить и
ушли из театра сразу после второго биса не встретив ни одного человека кроме Миши
Куснировича из соседней ложи. Я с момента входа в театр до выхода ни разу не снял с себя
маску, что не скажешь о других зрителях... практически весь партер сидел без масок и это
при том что в царской ложе восседала главный российский эпидемиолог Анна Попова.
Давайте уже подумаем о тех кто нас окружает ведь маска на лице это не защита для Вас а
защита других от Вас! Друзья, а Вы как считаете? #пласидодоминго #большойтеатр
#большой #маска #ковид #covid #covid_19 #театр #пандемия #коронавирус #москва
#опера #россия #короновирус #звезда

https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGviH3GHShh/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading


A post shared by YAN YANOVSKIY (@yanyanovskiy) on Oct 24, 2020 at 3:16pm PDT

Andreeva, 58, cited unreferenced statistics from Russia and the United States, as well as
personal calculations, which she claimed allowed her to conclude that global death rates have
actually fallen during the pandemic. 

“I am thinking of all the petrified people who were compelled to think that the virus is
dangerous, though the statistics suggest otherwise,” she wrote.  

The anchor expressed concern for the businesses and the tourism industry that sustained
losses as a result of stringent coronavirus restrictions, saying that the money made on tests,
masks, gloves and hand sanitizers wasn't enough to make up for the lost business.
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The screenshot of Andreeva's comment quickly went viral on Russian social media, with users
criticizing her lack of adherence to mask-wearing rules.

Andreeva has been a leading news anchor of Russia’s state-run Channel One evening news
bulletins since 1997. One of the most recognizable faces of Russian television, she has over
half a million Instagram followers.

Russia crossed the 1.5 million mark for Covid-19 infections over the weekend and set a daily
record of 17,347 new cases Monday.

Starting Wednesday, Russians will be required to wear masks in all crowded places, including
public transport, taxis, parking lots and elevators, Rospotrebnadzor said Tuesday.
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