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Heavy fighting has been raging for four days after the long-running conflict over the region
between Armenia and Azerbaijan reignited. Armenian Foreign Ministry / AFP

A reporter and photographer working for the French daily Le Monde have been wounded in
fighting in the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh, the newspaper told AFP Thursday.

News editor Luc Bronner confirmed that two of its journalists had been hurt after the
Armenian foreign ministry said that they had been hit in a bombardment by Azerbaijan forces.

Related article: Putin, Macron Call for 'Complete' Halt to Karabakh Fighting – Kremlin

"Two French reporters from Le Monde were hurt at Martuni in the Artsakh region... they had
been taken to hospital," the ministry tweeted.

Two Armenian journalists were also hurt in the shelling, according to Armenian authorities.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/afp
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/23/putin-macron-call-for-complete-halt-to-karabakh-fighting-kremlin


Several journalists, including a team from AFP, were interviewing residents in Martuni and
assessing damage from previous bombardments when the shelling started. No one in the AFP
team was hurt. 

Heavy fighting has been raging for four days after the long-running conflict over the region
between Armenia and Azerbaijan reignited.

The death toll has been rising rapidly, with both sides reporting civilian casualties.

Armenia has recorded 104 military deaths and 23 civilians killed.

Azerbaijan's defense ministry said its forces have killed 2,300 Karabakh separatist troops and
"destroyed 130 tanks, 200 artillery units, 25 anti-aircraft units, five ammunition depots, 50
anti-tank units and 55 military vehicles."

Armenia claimed that Azerbaijan had lost 130 troops while another 200 were wounded.

"Armenian armed forces destroyed 29 tanks and armored vehicles," a defense ministry
spokesman said.

The majority ethnic Armenian breakaway region declared independence from Azerbaijan after
the fall of the Iron Curtain which sparked a war in the early 1990s that claimed 30,000 lives.

But it is still not recognized as independent by any country, including Armenia.

Talks to resolve the conflict have largely stalled since a 1994 ceasefire agreement.
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