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30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Russia Jails Second North Korean
Poacher for Attacking Border Guards

September 18, 2020

Thousands of makeshift North Korean fishing boats invade Russia’s and Japan'’s territorial waters during
the squid fishing season between June and October. Dmitry Rogulin / TASS

A court in Far East Russia has jailed a second North Korean poacher for attacking Russian
border guards at sea last year, the Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty news outlet reported
Friday.

The court in the city of Nakhodka 6,500 kilometers east of Moscow found the North Korean
citizen guilty and sentenced him to seven years in prison, the U.S.-funded RFE/RL reported.

Related article: Russia Jails North Korean Poacher

He was one of three defendants who Russian prosecutors said had struck Russian border
guards with sticks. One of them was sentenced to four years in Russian prison last July.

More than 160 North Koreans were detained in September 2019 in a two-day operation in


https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-north-korean-national-seven-years-prison-attacking-border-guards/30845476.html
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/07/31/russia-jails-north-korean-poacher

Russian territorial waters in the Sea of Japan, RFE/RL said. Russian border guards reportedly
encountered two North Korean schooners and 11 motorboats.

In one of several flare-ups, 18 North Korean poachers were said to have attacked 11 Russian
border guards with “improvised items” during the operation.

One of the roundups resulted in a North Korean man’s death.

Thousands of makeshift North Korean fishing boats invade Russia’s and Japan’s territorial
waters during the squid fishing season between June and October, sometimes resulting in
their detentions. Russia previously turned a blind eye toward North Korean poaching, which
Pyongyang has explained as the result of storms or technical malfunctions.

This year’s prosecutions mark a rare confrontation between North Korea and Russia, which
sees itself as a key player in defusing international tensions around Pyongyang’s missile
program.
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