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On Monday, Lukashenko and Putin will hold their first face-to-face meeting since protests against
Lukashenko's disputed election victory first broke out. Mikhail Metzel / TASS

Russian President Vladimir Putin will encourage steps toward an “eventual succession” in
Belarus but will not accept the opposition coming to power through street protests,
Bloomberg reported Sunday.

Moscow doesn’t trust embattled Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko but is
“determined” not to see protesters topple his rule, Bloomberg cited five unnamed sources
close to the Kremlin as saying.

Related article: Putin, Lukashenko To Talk 'Integration' Amid Belarus Protests

More than 100,000 Belarusians have taken to the streets every weekend since Belarus’ Aug. 9
vote where the strongman leader claimed a landslide victory. Thousands of demonstrators
have been detained and several people have died in the authorities' crackdown.


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-09-13/putin-doubles-down-on-belarus-ally-wary-of-protest-contagion?sref=Y0jVLcFo
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/08/putin-lukashenko-to-talk-integration-amid-belarus-protests

Bloomberg reported that Russian leadership was “taken aback” by the scale of the unrest in
Belarus.

Lukashenko has vowed to keep his grip on power but allowed for constitutional reforms that
would lead to early presidential elections before the next scheduled vote in 2025.

Lukashenko on Monday is traveling to Russia for his first face-to-face meeting with Putin
since the protests against his disputed election victory first broke out.

Putin and Lukashenko are expected to discuss plans to further integrate their countries as
well as key trade and energy projects. No signing ceremonies or press conferences are
expected at the Sochi summit.

Russia is also sending several hundred of its paratroopers to Belarus for joint “Slavic
Brotherhood” drills starting Monday.

Putin announced last month that a Russian “law enforcement reserve” was ready for
deployment in Belarus in the event of unrest.
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