
Putin Vows to Open Inquiry Into Navalny
Poisoning, Italian PM Says
September 10, 2020

Putin's spokesman has rebuffed calls to open a probe into Navalny's suspected poisoning. Kremlin.ru

Russian President Vladimir Putin has promised to set up a panel of inquiry into the suspected
nerve-agent poisoning of prominent Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny, Italian Prime Minister
Giuseppe Conte said in an interview published Thursday.

Germany said last week it has “unequivocal evidence” that Navalny, 44, was poisoned with a
nerve agent from the Novichok family. On Thursday, Conte told Italy’s Il Foglio daily that “the
German government’s position coincides with that of Italy and Europe.”

Related article: Navalny Recovering From ‘Deadlier, Slower-Acting’ Novichok Variant –
Reports

“President Putin assured me that Russia is willing to clarify what happened, I anticipate that
he’ll set up a committee of inquiry,” Conte said.

https://www.pressreader.com/italy/il-foglio-quotidiano/20200910/281483573791210
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/05/02/navalny-recovering-from-deadlier-slower-acting-novichok-variant-reports
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/05/02/navalny-recovering-from-deadlier-slower-acting-novichok-variant-reports


He added that Putin told him he was ready to cooperate with the German authorities.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Thursday that Putin had informed Conte about a
preliminary inquiry into the incident with Navalny, adding that Russia sees no legal grounds
for opening an investigation. Peskov said he did not rule out a “misunderstanding” between
the two leaders.

A Kremlin readout of the leaders’ Aug. 26 call notes that Putin “expressed interest in a
thorough and impartial investigation of all the circumstances of the incident.” It emphasized
Putin’s rejection of “premature and unsubstantiated” accusations that the Russian state
played a role in Navalny's assassination attempt.

Conte’s office released an even more brief recap of the call, saying “Covid-19, Belarus, eastern
Ukraine, Libya, Navalny's case and bilateral relations were the main topics of the talks.”

Navalny fell seriously ill on a flight from Siberia to Moscow on Aug. 20, prompting the pilots
to make an emergency landing in the city of Omsk.

Doctors at the Omsk hospital where Navalny was treated for two days before being flown to
Germany maintain that no traces of poison were found in his system. 

Russian officials have said they have seen no proof that Navalny was poisoned while
Navalny's allies have called for a criminal probe into the poisoning. 

A Russian court last week rejected his allies' complaint that authorities had failed to open a
criminal investigation into the attempted murder. The court said that investigators had
passed their complaint to a regional branch.

Russia's Foreign Ministry summoned Germany's ambassador to Moscow on Wednesday to
demand further information about Navalny’s treatment in Berlin. The ministry's
spokeswoman alleged this week that Germany was “bluffing” in asserting that Navalny was
the victim of an assassination attempt.
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