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Mikhail Yefremov, a well-known Russian actor who cultivated an image of a jolly drunk
throughout his 30-year career, was sentenced to eight years in jail Tuesday for driving drunk
and killing a van driver in a head-on crash this summer.

Yefremov’s jailing follows a whirlwind trial over the June 8 crash in central Moscow that
received widespread coverage in the Russian media.

Related article: Popular Russian Actor Faces 12 Years in Jail for Fatal DUI Crash

The Presnensky District Court in central Moscow found Yefremov guilty and sentenced him to
eight years in prison, the state-run TASS news agency reported.

“Yefremov committed a traffic accident in a state of alcoholic intoxication, which caused a
person’s death by negligence,” judge Yelena Abramova said, according to Interfax.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/11/popular-russian-actor-faces-12-years-in-jail-for-fatal-dui-crash
https://tass.ru/proisshestviya/9397123
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/725002


Prosecutors had sought an 11-year jail sentence for the killing of van driver Sergei Zakharov. 

Security camera footage showed Yefremov’s SUV driving into oncoming traffic and crashing
into Zakharov’s work van on the Garden Ring thoroughfare near the Russian Foreign Ministry
building. Eyewitnesses filmed the drunk Yefremov stumbling out of the SUV visibly
unscathed.
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«Миша, театр с тобой!»: Михаила Ефремова привезли в суд. Видео:
@MBKhMedia pic.twitter.com/eTWXlRJEUQ

— МБХ Медиа (@MBKhMedia) September 8, 2020

Yefremov’s fans gathered outside the courthouse, chanting “Mikhail is not guilty” while
celebrities and other cultural figures broke through the crowd to attend the sentencing
hearing.

Yefremov had changed his account of events multiple times during the trial, at one point
claiming to have lost his memory and alleging that he may have been in the passenger seat on
the night of the crash.
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