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Alexei Navalny fell violently ill on a flight from Siberia. Sergei Fadeichev / TASS

German medics have found traces of the toxic substance used to poison prominent Kremlin
critic Alexei Navalny in his blood, skin, urine and a water bottle he drank from, the German
news magazine Der Spiegel reported Friday.

The German government said Wednesday it had unequivocal proof that Navalny was poisoned
with a military-grade nerve agent from the Novichok family. Russian doctors and government
officials said their tests did not reveal any poison in the opposition leader’s system when he
was treated in Siberia before being evacuated to Berlin.

Traces of Novichok were not only found in Navalny’s blood, urine and skin samples, Der
Spiegel reported, but also on a water bottle that Navalny’s family turned over to the doctors in
Berlin.

https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/alexej-nawalny-und-nord-stream-2-angela-merkel-in-der-russland-falle-a-00000000-0002-0001-0000-000172863221


“Navalny had probably drunk from the bottle after he had already been poisoned, and so he
left the traces of the poison there,” Der Spiegel reported.

Related article: The West Is Outraged By Navalny’s Novichok Poisoning. That’s No Guarantee
of Tough Sanctions

The magazine added that a senior doctor at the German military’s institute of pharmacology
and toxicology told Chancellor Angela Merkel and six high-level cabinet members that the
nerve agent “without a doubt” belongs to the Novichok group of nerve agents.

Navalny fell ill on a flight from Siberia to Moscow on Aug. 20. He remains in a medically
induced coma and on a ventilator in Berlin. Doctors there say that while his symptoms are
fading long-term effects are hard to predict.

The Kremlin has expressed readiness to cooperate in investigating the poisoning but urged
Germany to share its findings, saying it could not launch a probe without seeing proof that a
nerve agent caused his illness. Russia’s foreign minister said Friday that Berlin had promised
to respond to Moscow’s request in the near future.

Russian doctors have previously diagnosed the 44-year-old anti-corruption campaigner with
a metabolic disease. On Friday, Siberian toxicologists pinned Navalny’s coma on dieting,
excess drinking, stress or fatigue.

Meanwhile, Russia’s interior minister said Friday he believes that Navalny’s poisoning does
not bear the hallmarks of a criminal case. A Russian court rejected earlier in the day a
complaint filed by Navalny’s associates that authorities had failed to open a criminal
investigation into his attempted murder. The court said that investigators had passed their
complaint to a regional branch.

“Where would [the criminality] be? We don’t yet see grounds” for qualifying Navalny’s
poisoning as a criminal act, Interior Minister Vladimir Kolokoltsev told Interfax.
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