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Denmark Summons Russian Envoy Over
Airspace Violation
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The Russian Su-27 jet intercepted a US B52 bomber and followed it into Danish airspace. Vitaly V.
Kuzmin / Wikicommons

Denmark said Tuesday it had summoned the Russian ambassador for talks after a Russian jet
fighter violated the Scandinavian country's airspace during a NATO exercise last week.

"I take very seriously Russia's unacceptable violation of Danish airspace. It is absolutely
essential that everybody -- including Russia -- respects the ground rules and international
principles," Foreign Minister Jeppe Kofod said in a statement.

"That message has been relayed to the Russian ambassador today. It has been made clear that
this must not happen again."

NATO also denounced Russia's aggressive behavior.

The incident, which occurred on Friday over the Danish island of Bornholm in the Baltic, was
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"the first of this kind for several years and indicates a new level of Russian provocative
behavior," NATO said in a statement.

The Alliance said a US B52 bomber was intercepted by a Russian Su-27 fighter and followed
well into Danish airspace over the island, '"committing a significant violation of airspace of a
NATO nation."

The US aircraft was taking part in a training activity in which six B52 aircraft flew over all 30
NATO member nations in a single day, accompanied by and training with around 80 fighter
aircraft from across the Alliance.
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