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Boreal wildfire season typically peaks in July and August. Denis Bushkovsky / TASS

Wildfires in the Arctic have emitted more carbon dioxide so far in 2020 than in all of 2019,
according to European atmospheric composition data cited by The Guardian newspaper on
Monday.

As much as 245 megatons of CO2 have been released from Arctic wildfires up to Aug. 24 this
year, compared with 181 megatons in the whole of 2019.

That’s an increase of 35% and may be setting a new precedent, Mark Parrington, senior
scientist at the EU’s Copernicus atmosphere monitoring service, told The Guardian.

“In some respects [the data] has been similar to 2019 in terms of the dry and warm conditions
in the Siberian Arctic. This year, the difference was a large cluster of fires that burned through
July for many days leading to higher estimated emissions,” Parrington said.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/aug/31/arctic-wildfires-emit-35-more-co2-so-far-in-2020-than-for-whole-of-2019


Related article: Siberia Swelters in the Age of Climate Change

Around 600 active fires have been observed in the region in late July, compared with 400 in
2019 and about 100 on average between 2003-2018, according to the data.

Some 205 megatons of the CO2 emitted so far this year was released in June and July

“We have seen two years of anomalously high activity, according to the satellite record that
goes back to 2003,” Thomas Smith, assistant professor of environmental geography at the
London School of Economics, told The Guardian.

Russian weather officials and environmentalists have said climate change is a major factor
behind the increase in fires. European climate scientists have attributed the resurgence of
wildfires to freakishly warm weather across vast parts of Siberia combined with low soil
moisture.

Boreal wildfire season typically peaks in July and August.

Russia, the world's fourth-largest greenhouse gas emitter whose economy heavily depends
on oil and gas, has been slow to take steps to reduce its carbon emissions.

Recent studies have forecast the loss of summertime ice cover in the Arctic by 2050 even if
current levels of CO2 emissions were significantly cut.
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