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Russian Virologist Questions Safety of
Country’s Coronavirus Vaccine
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Russia is set to register its first coronavirus vaccine while the vaccine is still undergoing clinical trials.
Sechenov Medical University Press Office / TASS

A Russian virologist has questioned the country’s swiftly developed coronavirus vaccine,
warning that it could be dangerous for people who have antibodies against the virus.

Russia is one of several countries racing to develop a vaccine to halt the disease that has killed
more than 700,000 people and slammed the global economy. One vaccine, developed by the
state-run Gamaleya institute, is set to receive official registration in the coming days amid its
final phase of clinical testing.

Related article: WHO Urges Russia to Follow Guidelines on Virus Vaccine

“The danger is there ... in terms of the possibility of increasing the disease[ ‘s severity] with
the wrong vaccine,” Alexander Chepurnov, a former head of infectious diseases at Vektor, told
the Podyom Telegram channel Friday.



https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/04/who-urges-russia-to-follow-guidelines-on-virus-vaccine
https://pdmnews.ru/15172/

Based in Siberia, Vektor is one of three labs developing Russia’s prototype vaccines.

“With some diseases —and for the coronavirus, this is already known — the infection can
intensify with the presence of certain antibodies,” he said. “So it should be known which
antibodies the vaccine forms.”

He pointed to the lack of available information and data about the vaccine’s clinical trials as a
red flag.

“Until I see studies and scientific publications that say how the vaccine was studied, what
level of neutralization is formed, what doses of the virus it protects against and, most
importantly, whether it is developing the ability to increase infection by antibodies, it is
impossible to talk about the release of a vaccine,” he said.

Gamaleya's vaccine is a so-called viral vector vaccine, meaning it employs another virus to
carry the DNA encoding the necessary immune response into cells. It is based on the
adenovirus, the common cold.

The World Health Organization this week raised concerns over the vaccine after Moscow said
it aims to launch mass production next month, stressing that all vaccine candidates should go
through the full stages of testing before being rolled out.
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