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Russia Wields Memes to Protest Putin's
Constitutional Reforms
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The proposed constitutional amendments include a clause that would allow Putin to stay in power until
the age of 83. memepedia.ru

As Russia gears up for a nationwide vote for proposed constitutional amendments starting
July 1, Russians have been voicing their political opinions the old-fashioned way: with
memes.

The controversial amendments include a clause that would allow Putin to stay president until
2036, as well as a provision defining marriage as a union between a man and a woman.
Another proposed amendment enshrines Russians' "faith in God" in the country's basic law.

The Kremlin has promoted the upcoming constitutional vote with countless billboards and
television commercials, and has even enlisted popular Russian bloggers to help advertise the
vote.

Unable to protest on the streets due to the coronavirus pandemic, opponents of the
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constitutional amendments have shifted their opposition online with TikTok videos,
Instagram face filters and other meme formats.

Here's a look at some of our favorite constitutional amendment memes from across the
Russian internet:

Activist Kristina Chernaya made an Instagram face filter that shows a checkmark in the
'against' box for the constitutional vote. Over 4,000 users have used the filter so far.

Embed:

CMOTpPUTE KaKyIo 5 cieflajia MacKy B MiHcTarpame rpoTHUB IIONPABOK B
RoHCcTUTYLMIO!!! 9TO OHIaliH poTecT #HeTIoNpaBKam
pic.twitter.com/TFLu1fRjMi

— o4yemy 4 He ImaxTepKa (@XKkristnoir) June 10, 2020

This Twitter user is taking a ''long hard look" at the amendments, comparing them to feudal
Russia.

"Me: Mom can I have the Russian Constitution?"
"Mom: No we have the Russian Constitution at home."

"At home: Full list of laws under the Russian Empire."
Embed:

TSI>KEJIBIM B3TJISIIOM CMOTPIO Ha IONPaBKU pic.twitter.com/5YWGigNrDW

— KOMIUIEKC HelloJTHOLleHHOCTH (@tngr_f 21 cntr) March 2, 2020

Another person poked fun at the proposed amendments and their sometimes-convoluted
specifics:

"There are plans to include an amendment in the Constitution that a person may only become
president with a rating no lower than 4.9 on Yandex Taxi."
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B KOHCTUTYIUIO IUITAHUPYIOT BHECTU IIOMPABKY, COTJIACHO KOTOPOM
Mpe3UIeHTOM CMOKET CTAaTh TOJIBKO UeJI0OBEK C pEUTUHIOM He HIDKe 4,9 6amioB
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B AHgekc.Takcu.

— ApTtém JlepsiruH (@DerArto) March 3, 2020

On Instagram, the aptly named MiniProtest account encourages users to post photos of small
fruits and vegetables holding signs opposing the constitutional vote.
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C Hamun BnaamneocTo00000K! [MpoTecTytoT Ha hoHe MOCTa Ha 0CTpoB Pycckuin. CypoBble, 3aTO
COLMANbHO-0TBETCTBEHHbIE, B MacKax! KTo Tam XMBET, Hanaéte?) #ManeHbKMnnpoTecT
@lgbtrussia
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OcHoBaHoOM hoKyC BHMMaHMA ManeHbKOro npotecta Ao 1 nions — ronocoBaHWe no nornpaeke B
KoHCcTuTyumto. Hawa 3apadya HanTu e AMHOMBILLNEHHUKOB 1 06beANHNTLCSA, 4TOObI CKa3aTb «HET».
CTaBb Ter #MaJleHbKUANpoTecT

One Twitter user made fun of the seemingly ubiquitous billboards advertising the vote by
editing one into a video game screenshot.
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pic.twitter.com/hAyWnTKpeY

— PUII HoBoctu (@riarip) June 18, 2020

Some made fun of an amendment that would define the Russian people as "state-forming."

This user tweeted "State-formers forward" instead of the famous patriotic saying ''Russia
forward,'" and replaced the word "Russians' with "state-formers' in famous quotes by
Dostoyevsky, Emperor Alexander III and Russian Imperial General Alexander Suvorov:
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TOCYIJAPCTBOOBPA3VIOIIME BIIEPE]! pic.twitter.com/WjHR524LW]

— Bapen6oiim but (@barenboimb) March 3, 2020

Russia's youth took to the popular video app TikTok to protest the amendments, uploading
short clips in which they check the box for an 'against' vote on their faces.
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@di__dianova

CTABB JIAVK, ECJIV COIJIACEH/HA C MOEM I'PAKJAHCKOW ITO3UIIUEMN,
IIOCMOTPUM CKOJIbBKO HACHH ##HeTnomnpaBKaM ##KoHcTUTVIIUADD HH#pek
HH#AOIPOTUBIONPABOK

original sound - brennan_ 868

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/06/23/russia-wields-memes-to-protest-putins-constitutional-r
eforms-a70670


https://t.co/hAyWnTKpeY
https://twitter.com/riarip/status/1273563307157467136?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/WjHR524LWJ
https://twitter.com/barenboimb/status/1234831073160417280?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.tiktok.com/@di_dianova
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/нетпоправкам
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/конституциярф
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/рек
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/япротивпоправок
https://www.tiktok.com/music/original-sound-6792000923033029382

