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Russia Consecrates Grandiose Armed
Forces Cathedral

June 15, 2020

Russia consecrated a massive new Orthodox cathedral dedicated to the country’s Armed
Forces on Sunday. The grand ceremony featured Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill, Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu, Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces Valery Gerasimov and
other top officials. The cathedral drew controversy during the building stage for initial plans,
which were eventually scrapped, to decorate its interior with mosaics depicting President
Vladimir Putin and Soviet leader Josef Stalin. Here's a closer look at the ceremony to
consecrate what is now one of the world's largest Orthodox cathedrals:
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