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The Jewish Museum and Tolerance Center blamed the job posting, which listed “Slavic appearance” as a
requirement, on an HR contractor. Zurab Dzhavakhadze / TASS

Moscow’s Jewish Museum and Tolerance Center has sparked controversy with a job posting
for a bartender that listed “Slavic appearance” as one of its requirements.

The museum, a multimillion-dollar, state-of-the-art complex that opened in 2012, blamed
an HR contractor for violating its principles and said it has terminated its contract with the
company.

Related article: One Man's Fight Against Slavs-Only Apartment Rentals in Moscow

“I’m inclined to think of what happened as an open provocation rather than a real demand,”
Alexander Boroda, head of the museum and president of the Federation of Jewish
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Communities, said in an open letter Sunday.

“All this not only goes against our beliefs but is something that we as a cultural and social
organization have been confronting for almost eight years,” Boroda said.

Nina Dymshitz, the museum’s PR director, attributed the questionable ad’s wording to “the
contractor’s mistake” that she said was either a misunderstanding or its own creativity.

“We would have never placed an ad like that,” Dymshitz told Russia’s The Insider news
website, adding that the museum has a diverse staff.

The vacancy on the Restojob website was deleted after a public outcry.

“Ads like this, which are sadly found in various fields, cause only a sharp backlash and even
disgust from any decent, sane person,” Boroda said in the open letter.

Discrimination on the basis of ethnicity or nationality is an entrenched practice in Russia and
is prevalent in apartment rentals.
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