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Ilya Azar was detained in May for taking part in a solo picket protest. Andrei Vasilyev/TASS

Russian journalist and activist Ilya Azar was released Sunday after ten days in detention, his
punishment for standing on a solo picket protest.

President Vladimir Putin's government has cracked down on opposition demonstrations, and
single-person protests are the only kind allowed without prior permission from the
authorities.

A court sentenced the 35-year-old journalist and municipal deputy to 15 days in police cells
for violating protest rules, which was later reduced to 10 days.

Azar's arrest last month sparked outrage among his colleagues and friends, some of whom
were also detained for picketing in his support.

"Thank you all for your support, but the main thing was not to support me but our right to
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peaceful protest," Azar, who works for the Novaya Gazeta opposition newspaper, wrote on
Facebook.

"Sadly, things have become even worse regarding this right."

Last summer Azar helped organize a series of anti-government rallies in Moscow demanding
fair elections which drew tens of thousands of people.

Human rights lawyers said his detention was illegal, as solo picketing is permitted. But the
journalist lost his appeal in the Moscow City Court.

Azar was arrested after standing with a sign in support of activist Vladimir Vorontsov, who
has worked to expose violations within Russia's law enforcement agencies.

Vorontsov, a former policeman, was arrested in early May on extortion charges. He was later
accused of also illegally distributing pornography.
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