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Russia has relaxed its migration rules at officials seek to solve its ongoing demographic crisis. Sergei
Vedyashkin / Moskva News Agency

Russia has granted citizenship to more than twice as many foreigners in early 2020 than it did
in the same period last year as the country moves to ease citizenship laws and boost its
flagging population numbers.

Authorities issued 161,170 Russian passports to foreigners between January and March
compared with 63,249 in January-March 2019, the Interior Ministry’s immigration data said. 

Related article: Russia Passes Dual Citizenship Law, Hoping to Add 10M Citizens

Two-thirds of the new recipients, 108,500 people, were Ukrainian nationals, the RBC news
website cited the Finexpertiza consulting firm as saying Tuesday. From 2016-2019,
Ukrainians had accounted for fewer than 50% of newly naturalized Russian citizens.
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Last year, President Vladimir Putin simplified the Russian citizenship process for residents of
separatist-controlled eastern Ukraine and later expanded it to neighboring areas under Kiev’s
control.

The overall number of naturalizations in Russia has been on the rise since 2017 and nearly
doubled between 2018 and 2019 to 497,800, the Interior Ministry data said. 

This April, Putin further relaxed migration rules with a dual citizenship law that is estimated
to attract 10 million new citizens, mainly from Russian-speaking populations in the former
Soviet republics.

Russia is on track to finish 2020 with the highest number of naturalizations on record,
according to Nikita Mkrtchyan, an associate professor of demography at Moscow’s Higher
School of Economics.

“Everything’s being done to simplify the naturalization process for citizens of countries
culturally close to Russia,” RBC quoted Mkrtchyan as saying.

“In the near future, fewer people could come from Central Asian countries and Transcaucasia
and more from Ukraine,” he forecast.

The increase comes as Russia works to solve its ongoing demographic crisis, with the United
Nations predicting that its population could halve to fewer than 84 million people by 2100. 
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