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Russia pledged to send 11 flights with 87 army medics to Serbia after President Vladimir Putin spoke
with Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic by phone Thursday. Marina Lystseva / TASS

Russia has sent military medics and equipment to Serbia, the latest country Moscow is
helping to fight the global coronavirus pandemic as it also flexes its soft power muscles.

Russia’s Defense Ministry pledged to send 11 flights with 87 army medics to Serbia after
President Vladimir Putin spoke with Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic by phone Thursday.
The first three transport planes with army medics and equipment departed an airfield outside
Moscow earlier Friday.

Related article: Where Has Russia Sent Coronavirus Aid Around the World?

“The aircraft will deliver a forward team of military doctors, virology and epidemiology
specialists with modern diagnosis and disinfection equipment” to Belgrade, the Defense
Ministry in Moscow said.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/07/where-has-russia-sent-coronavirus-aid-around-the-world
https://www.facebook.com/mod.mil.rus/photos/a.1492313031011448/2609401822635891/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDVYT2HqKLyjcdWBqC6TP3yhRV0WUG0Gvf-TjM3Ayiri_8jFV6K2bQgWqE0so6VQM0SgowVm0tLic11rIq_w8_CEdc3o4jla77cZEwO7W88AZAjQ6v5cCRDcZChR8bcKaDfEq8ELAjiY2X1ZJppjCjGtqjd6zMYkAEs2vm8ov3NtdyDUUZiL7CA8c8lHIHp7zKTv15pbMuhEl3vHwoxB4xTGeJEKVXV8Cvyk5vQdzX1Ijkx3QqAYO7EL_hcsVno1ijJcqg_ZAT3y9ZcdduRINyRcu52hEui7eikhvnLXos7SehgM6fLtWLOQTTdOgN57iC_Af0DjajJaiRhVOfDx65NlOMb&__tn__=-R


The eight medical teams also consist of chemical, biological and nuclear defense troops for
disinfection, as well as 16 pieces of military equipment, it said.

Serbia, which declared a state of emergency to slow the spread of the deadly virus, reported a
total of 1,171 coronavirus cases and 31 fatalities Friday. Russia’s official tally stands at 4,149
coronavirus cases and 34 deaths. 

Both countries have strong political, military and economic ties due to their shared Slavic and
Orthodox Christian heritage. Russia also backs Serbia’s refusal to recognize its former
province of Kosovo as an independent country.

Russia previously sent similar coronavirus shipments to the United States and Italy, both
epicenters of the pandemic. 

The deliveries drew criticism that the countries handed Moscow, which has been under
Western sanctions for six years, a public relations coup.
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