
Russian Fighter Jet Crashes Near
Crimea, Pilot Missing
March 26, 2020

The Su-27 was carrying out a planned mission when it vanished from radars at around 8 p.m. off the
coast of Crimea. Vitaly V. Kuzmin / Wikicommons

A Russian Su-27 fighter jet crashed off the coast of annexed Crimea late Wednesday,
prompting a search-and-rescue mission in the Black Sea, news agencies cited the military as
saying.

The Su-27 was carrying out a planned mission when it vanished from radars at around 8 p.m.
50 kilometers from the Crimean town of Feodosia, according to Interfax. The Defense
Ministry said it received an emergency radio beacon alert near the crash site.

Related article: Vietnam Orders $350M Combat Training Jets From Russia – Vedomosti

“There’s hope that there’s a rubber boat with the pilot,” Russia’s Federal Sea and River
Transportation Agency told the state-run RIA Novosti news agency Thursday.

http://www.interfax-russia.ru/Crimea/main.asp?id=1116073
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/11/vietnam-orders-350m-combat-training-jets-from-russia-vedomosti
https://ria.ru/20200326/1569162848.html


At least six vessels and two aircraft are involved in the search mission, which authorities say
is hampered by bad weather. 

Earlier on Wednesday, an L-39 training aircraft crashed in southern Russia’s Krasnodar
region near Crimea, killing one cadet. The Defense Ministry said a technical error may have
caused the accident.

The Sukhoi Su-27, a twin-engine fighter aircraft, joined the Soviet military forces in 1984.
One jet can carry up to six medium-range guided missiles and up to four short-range
missiles.

The Su-27 was developed primarily for Russia’s air-defense interceptor forces and designed
for long-range and short-range aerial warfare.
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