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Vladimir Alushkin, a Jehovah's Witnesses member who in December was jailed for six years, has been
released after his conviction on extremism charges was overturned. Screenshot Youtube

A Russian court has overturned the convictions of six Jehovah’s Witnesses accused of
extremism, marking the first instance of the group's worshippers having their verdicts
overturned in Russia, the group announced Wednesday.

The court in Penza, some 550 kilometers southeast of Moscow, handed five adherents
suspended two-year prison sentences in December. The sixth worshipper, Vladimir Alushkin,
was jailed for six years after an investigation had shown that he had continued to run the local
Jehovah’s Witnesses branch despite the group being outlawed in Russia.

Related article: Russia Jails Jehovah's Witness for 6 Years for Extremism

The Penza regional court overturned the six convictions and returned the case for a new trial,
the Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia organization said in a statement. 

https://www.jw-russia.org/en/news/2020/03/7.html
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/12/13/russia-jails-jehovahs-witness-for-6-years-for-extremism-a68614
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/05/04/russia-jails-jehovahs-witness-for-6-years-for-extremism


The decision was overturned because of a violation of Russia’s criminal procedure code, the
court spokeswoman told the state-run TASS news agency. She said Alushkin was released
from detention.

Russia's Supreme Court ruled in 2017 that the religious group was an "extremist"
organization and ordered it to disband. The ruling was followed by a crackdown that has seen
dozens of adherents detained and hundreds hit with criminal charges.

Human rights activists have criticized the crackdown as a violation of religious freedom.
Jehovah's Witnesses say Russia's Constitution guarantees their right to exercise freedom of
religion and deny wrongdoing.

The Jehovah's Witnesses are a Christian denomination known for door-to-door preaching,
close Bible study and rejection of military service and blood transfusions. The group has about
170,000 followers in Russia and 8 million worldwide.

President Vladimir Putin in 2018 said he did not understand why authorities were pursuing
the group and called for the matter to be analyzed. But the Kremlin has since said that the
group remains illegal under current legislation and declined to confirm whether the law will
be changed or not.

Reuters contributed reporting to this article.
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